What exactly is GNLP and what is its purpose?
The Greater Norwich Development Partnership (GNDP), which is made up of Broadland District Council,
Norwich City Council and South Norfolk Council, is working together with Norfolk County Council to prepare
the Greater Norwich Local Plan (GNLP). The Broads Authority is also part of the GNDP but produces a
separate local plan.
The Greater Norwich Local Plan will set out a vision for the future growth of the area. It must tie in with
Government policy, regional and local strategies for the economy, transport etc. It will include strategic
planning policies to guide development, and identify sites for new homes, jobs and infrastructure. It will set
out what is going to be developed, where it will happen and how it will be achieved. Once adopted, the local
plan will be used when decisions on planning applications are made.
Sites for around 35,700 homes are already identified in the existing local plans or have planning
permission. This is 83% of the sites needed up to 2036 (in total for around 42,900 homes). Sites for the
additional growth needed to 2036 (for 7,200 additional homes) will be identified in the Local Plan.
How were ‘parcels’ of land for possible development first identified and selected for initial
consultation?
In 2016 the GNDP invited developers, landowners and other interested parties to put forward development
land for consideration for inclusion in the Greater Norwich Local Plan. This is known as the “Call for Sites”.
All sites put forward to August 2018 have been consulted upon. No decisions have been made yet on
which sites will be allocated in the Local Plan. The responses to the consultations and other evidence will
help us decide. Far more sites have been submitted than will be needed.
Who, exactly, will make the important decisions?
Important decisions are made by the member councils of the Greater Norwich Development Partnership on
the recommendation of the GNDP Board which includes elected members and planning officers. Following
public consultation, the Greater Norwich Local Plan will be subject to scrutiny and public hearings by the
Planning Inspectorate.
What are the implications for a rural community?
It is proposed that the GNLP will provide for growth in appropriate locations, including villages, across the
plan area. The latter is intended to be through “Village Clusters” based on primary school catchments. To
reduce additional car journeys and encourage healthy and active lifestyles, and reduce the risks to
soundness, it is proposed to limit new housing allocations to sites within the clusters with good access to a
primary school and a “safe route to school”. The scale of growth in any cluster will reflect school capacity or
ability to grow, plus the availability of other accessible services and subject to other considerations such as
infrastructure, natural and heritage environments.
What communication procedures may we expect?
The Draft Plan will be publicly consulted on in late 2019.
A wide range of communication activities will be undertaken to publicise the consultation and enable as
many people as possible to comment on the proposals, including: writing to all parish councils and
individuals/organisations registered on our database; face-to-face public consultation events; website; use
of a variety of printed media (e.g., newspapers parish magazines, posters); broadcast and social media.
Just to expand on the information, there is no intention by South Norfolk to “flood‟ villages with
homes. The total extra for a cluster based at Bressingham might be in the region of 20 to 30 new
dwellings at the most.

